
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 ENG 253 

3-Page Paper OR Creative Project and 2-Page Analysis 
  

ASSIGNMENT OVERVIEW 
  

This assignment focuses on either a 3-Page Paper or a Creative Project and a 2-Page Analysis: 

 

 3-Page Paper: You will choose a theme from colonial to nineteenth century American literature to analyze in depth.  You 

will focus on at least three works that we covered in class that illustrate and exemplify that theme.  This is an analysis of 

the theme—it does not focus on summary or author biography. 

 Creative Project and a 2-Page Analysis: You will create a collage, sculpture, model, diorama, song, video, dramatic 

interpretation, PowerPoint, webpage, or website that illuminates a work or theme from colonial to nineteenth century 

American literature, accompanied by a 2-page analysis of your creative process.  The Creative Project and a 2-Page 

Analysis must be digitized and uploaded to Moodle. 

 

  

APPROACHES TO YOUR TOPIC 
  

  

3-Page Paper 
  

  

  

  

Creative Project and 2-Page Analysis 
  

You will choose a theme from colonial to nineteenth century 

American literature to analyze in depth.  You will focus on at 

least three works that we covered in class that illustrate and 

exemplify that theme.  This is an analysis of the theme—it does 

not focus on summary or author biography.  

  

To better understand how to write a literary analysis, please 

read this information: 

 

You will create a collage, sculpture, model, diorama, song, 

video, dramatic interpretation, PowerPoint, webpage, or 

website that illuminates a work or theme from colonial to 

nineteenth century American literature, accompanied by a 2-

page analysis of your creative process. 

  

You will photograph or record your project digitally (image, 

program, web, audio, or video files). 

  

To better understand how to write an artistic analysis, please 

read this information: 



 McGraw Hill “Complete Glossary” of literary terms for 

“jumping off” points in analysis 

 How to Write a Thesis Statement 

 Literary Analysis Thesis 

 My Literary Analysis “How-To” page 

 The “Writing in Literature” handouts from Purdue’s 

OWL (be sure to click the links in the orange menu on 

the left of the page, as well as the related links in the 

subsequent dropdown menus) 

 Writing about fiction, in general 

 Writing About the Short Story 

 Writing About Poetry and Poetry Explications 

 Writing a Literary Analysis Presentation (PowerPoint) 

 Sharon James McGee’s text Analyzing Literature: A 

Guide for Students. 

 

 KCAI School for Continuing and Professional 

Studies Glossary of art terms 

 My Process Analysis "How-To" page 

 Art Criticism and Formal Analysis Outline 

 Formal Visual Analysis: The Elements & Principles 

of Composition 

 Guidelines for Group Critique 

  

ASSIGNMENT CONTENT 
  

3-Page Paper   Creative Project and 2-Page Analysis 

There are three main areas to focus on in your Analysis. 

  

Introduction 
  

The introduction presents the relevance/importance of the 

theme you have chosen, and may: 

 

 Offer a brief background of each of the three works, 

o Authors (birth/death/other brief, interesting, 

relevant facts) 

o Name of works 

  There are three main areas to focus on in your Analysis. 

  

Introduction 
  

The introduction presents the relevance/importance of the 

work or theme you have chosen, and may: 

 

 Present the name of the creative project 

 Offer a brief background of the work or theme: 

o Included author(s) info 

o Name of work or theme 

http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0072405228/student_view0/complete_glossary.html
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/thesis-statements/
http://depts.gpc.edu/~gpcltc/handouts/communications/literarythesis.pdf
http://www.portlandwt.com/School/EssaysStoriesFormattingSounds/wsla.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/4/17/
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/literature-fiction/
http://www.portlandwt.com/School/EssaysStoriesFormattingSounds/writingaboutshortstories.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/615/01/
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/resources/handouts-demos/specific-writing-assignments/poetry-explications
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/697/01/
http://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/327/335558/AnalyzingLit.pdf
http://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/327/335558/AnalyzingLit.pdf
http://info.kcai.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/CPS_GlossaryArtTerms.pdf
http://info.kcai.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/CPS_GlossaryArtTerms.pdf
http://www.portlandwt.com/School/EssaysStoriesFormattingSounds/wspa.htm
http://www.uwgb.edu/malloyk/art_criticism_and_formal_analysi.htm
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/how-to/from-theory-to-practice/formal-visual-analysis.aspx
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/how-to/from-theory-to-practice/formal-visual-analysis.aspx
http://www.albany.edu/faculty/dgoodwin/shared_resources/critique.html


o Years of publication/historical context 

 Offer a brief summary of each of the works (no more 

than a few sentences each) 

 Offer your thesis (the claim you are focusing on, the 

direction you are taking, the argument you are 

making—your topic + how it affects a person/group of 

people/humanity) 

  

Body 
  

The body is the heart of the analysis, and will: 

 

 Present examples from the text and discuss their 

meaning to illustrate and back up your thesis regarding 

theme 

 Explore connections in the works 

 Examine historical/contextual meanings in the works 

 Analyze the works in terms of questions they pose / 

arguments they make 

 Incorporate ideas from three outside sources of critical 

analysis (EBSCOHost, Literature Resource Center, and 

JSTOR) to back up your claims about the literature 

  

Conclusion 
  

The conclusion is where you can place the works into the larger 

American context of theme, so you should: 

  

 Discuss what specifically makes the themes and works 

American, beyond simply being written here or being 

“about” America (somehow briefly but clearly answer 

the question: “Why is this an American theme explored 

in American Literature?”) 

o Years of publication/historical context 

 Offer a brief summary of the work or theme (no more 

than a few sentences) 

 Offer your thesis (the claim you are focusing on, the 

direction you are taking, the argument you are 

making in the creative project—your topic + how it 

affects a person/group of people/humanity) 

  

Body 
  

The body is the heart of the analysis, and will: 

 

 Discuss the elements employed in / format of / 

medium of / content of the project 

 Discuss the meaning within the project to back up 

your thesis regarding the work or theme 

 Explore connections between the work or theme and 

the project 

 Examine historical / contextual meanings in the work 

or theme and the project 

 Analyze the work or theme in terms of questions it 

poses / arguments it makes 

  

Conclusion 
  

The conclusion is where you can place the project into the 

larger American context, so you should: 

  

 Discuss what specifically makes the work or theme 

American, beyond simply being written here or being 

“about” America (somehow briefly but clearly 

answer the question: “Why is this an American theme 

explored in American Literature?”) 

http://depts.clackamas.edu/library/JournalandMagazineArticles.aspx
http://depts.clackamas.edu/library/JournalandMagazineArticles.aspx


 Discuss the theme and works’ larger place in the 

American canon / American society / American culture 

 Discuss what others can hope to learn from an 

exploration of this theme in these works (the “take 

away”) 

  

UNC-CH offers advice for conclusion construction. 

  

Of course, your interest will spark your thematic choice, and 

the introduction of the works, the development of the paper, 

and the conclusion(s) you draw will be based upon your 

interpretation of the theme and works. 

  

Remember, if you clearly show the connection between the 

theme, the texts, and your interpretation of the texts, your 

analysis cannot be wrong!  

  

An analysis fails only when the connection between theme, 

texts, and interpretation is not clearly made! 

 Discuss the work or theme's larger place in the 

American canon / American society / American 

culture 

 Discuss what others can hope to learn from an 

exploration of this theme in these works (the “take 

away”) 

 Discuss how your project contextualizes the work or 

theme (based on the previous three bullets) 

  

Of course, your interest will spark your project based on your 

work or theme choice, and the introduction of the works, the 

development of the paper, and the conclusion(s) you draw 

will be based upon your interpretation of the theme and 

works. 

  

Remember, if you clearly show the connection between your 

project and the work or theme, your analysis cannot be 

wrong!  

  

An analysis fails only when the connection between project 

and work or theme is not clearly made! 

  

ASSIGNMENT STRUCTURE 
  

3-Page Paper   Creative Project and 2-Page Analysis 

Literary analysis is a form of expository writing.  

Expository writing serves to clarify, set forth, or explain in 

detail an idea about a subject. In basic literary analysis, your 

"subject" is usually an examination of one element, or a few 

similar elements, in a work. 

  

 

  Process analysis is a form of expository writing.  

Expository writing serves to clarify, set forth, or explain in 

detail an idea about a subject. In basic literary analysis, your 

"subject" is usually an examination of one element, or a few 

similar elements, in a work. 

  

 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/conclusions/?fb_action_ids=10151153505004849&fb_action_types=og.likes&fb_source=aggregation&fb_aggregation_id=288381481237582


To succeed with this type of writing, you must have a strong 

thesis statement.  A strong thesis statement contains  

a subject and a clearly focused predicate.  The thesis statement, 

according to Purdue's Online Writing Lab (OWL), must be 

"specific" and "detailed," so that it "reveals your perspective, 

and, like any good argument, your perspective must be one 

which is debatable" ("Writing").  The OWL offers two 

examples of thesis statements, one bad and one good, and the 

reasoning behind the judgments: 

 

You would not want to make an argument of this sort: 

  

Shakespeare's Hamlet is a play about a young man 

who seeks revenge. 
  

That doesn't say anything-it's basically just a summary 

and is hardly debatable.A better thesis would be this: 

  

Hamlet experiences internal conflict because he is in 

love with his mother. 
  

That is debatable, controversial even. The rest of a paper 

with this argument as its thesis will be an attempt to 

show, using specific examples from the text and 

evidence from scholars, (1) how Hamlet is in love with 

his mother, (2) why he's in love with her, and 

(3) what implications there are for reading the play in 

this manner. 

You must also make good use of examples to back up your 

thesis.  These examples are simply elements of the work that 

illustrate your point. 

  

 

To succeed with this type of writing, you must have a strong 

thesis statement.  A strong thesis statement contains  

a subject and a clearly focused predicate.  The thesis 

statement, according to Purdue's Online Writing Lab (OWL), 

must be "specific" and "detailed," so that it "reveals your 

perspective, and, like any good argument, your perspective 

must be one which is debatable" ("Writing"). 

  

Your thesis statement must be a clear sentence or two 

illustrating why your project does what it does, the way it 

does, so that viewers can clearly see the connection 

between literature and your creation.  
  

You must make good use of examples to back up your 

thesis.  These examples are simply elements of the work that 

illustrate your point. 

  

There are three general ways you may approach the essays: 

1. through explication—the unfolding of meaning 

through interpretation of a specific section of the 

work (one part illustrates the whole [thesis]) 

2. through analysis—the process of separating the work 

into parts to better understand the whole (many 

similar parts illustrate the whole [thesis]) 

3. through comparison & contrast—the study of two or 

more "things" in the work (related, similar “things” 

share meaning [thesis]) 

  

Keep in mind that you may combine any of these 

approaches! 

  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdUXxdmhIsw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdUXxdmhIsw


There are three general ways you may approach the essays: 

 

1. through explication—the unfolding of meaning through 

interpretation of a specific section of the work (one part 

illustrates the whole [thesis]) 

2. through analysis—the process of separating the work 

into parts to better understand the whole (many similar 

parts illustrate the whole [thesis]) 

3. through comparison & contrast—the study of two or 

more "things" in the work (related, similar “things” 

share meaning [thesis]) 

  

Keep in mind that you may combine any of these approaches! 

  

While writing these papers, there are certain things you must 

do: 

 

 interpret rather than summarize, always 

 use third person (no “I”, no "You") 

 focus on three works from class 

 incorporate ideas from three outside sources of critical 

analysis 

 make good use of direct quotation, summary, or 

paraphrase 

 avoid plagiarism when you borrow others’ ideas 

 document your sources (using signal phrases and 

parenthetical citation) following MLA citation 

guidelines, found at Purdue's Online Writing Lab 

(OWL) 

  

While writing these papers, there are certain things you must 

do: 

 

 interpret rather than summarize, always 

 use first person (“I”) 

 focus on a work or theme from class and how it 

shaped your project 

 incorporate ideas from the "Approaches to Your 

Topic" section above 

 make good use of direct quotation, summary, or 

paraphrase, as it suits your analysis 

 avoid plagiarism when you borrow others’ ideas 

 document your sources (using signal phrases and 

parenthetical citation) following MLA citation 

guidelines, found at Purdue's Online Writing Lab 

(OWL) 

  

  

 

 

http://depts.clackamas.edu/library/JournalandMagazineArticles.aspx
http://depts.clackamas.edu/library/JournalandMagazineArticles.aspx
http://depts.clackamas.edu/library/JournalandMagazineArticles.aspx
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


 

ASSIGNMENT REQUIREMENTS 
  

3-Page Paper   Creative Project and 2-Page Analysis 

This analysis must: 

  

 focus on three distinct works we discussed in class 

 be a full three pages in length, minimum 

 have a representative title (though you may include the 

titles of the works you are analyzing, do not use only 

those titles) 

 incorporate ideas from three outside sources of critical 

analysis 

 follow all MLA formatting guidelines 

 follow MLA citation guidelines, found at Purdue's 

Online Writing Lab (OWL) 

  

This analysis must not simply summarize the works (I have 

read them, which precludes the need for more than a surface-

level, place-holding summary). 

  This analysis must: 

  

 focus on the project inspired by a work or theme we 

discussed in class 

 be a full two pages in length, minimum 

 have a representative title 

 incorporate ideas from the "Approaches to Your 

Topic" section above 

 follow all MLA formatting guidelines 

 follow MLA citation guidelines, found at Purdue's 

Online Writing Lab (OWL) 

  

This analysis must not simply summarize the work or theme 

(I have read the material, which precludes the need for more 

than a surface-level, place-holding summary to link the work 

to your project). 

  

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE 
  

The 3-Page Paper or Creative Project and 2-Page Analysis is due no later than 11:59 P.M., Sunday, 20 August 2017. 

  

  

  

 

http://depts.clackamas.edu/library/JournalandMagazineArticles.aspx
http://depts.clackamas.edu/library/JournalandMagazineArticles.aspx
http://portlandwt.com/paperguidelines.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://portlandwt.com/paperguidelines.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

